
Written	by	Philippe	Kreiter			

Hillsdale Neighborhood Association

Meeting Minutes
4 Oct 2006  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Don Baack

Welcome

Number present Approximately 17

Approvals:

Agenda: Add #7 – Ruth – Local Option

Minutes: July and August were approved.

Neighborhood grant applications. Priority of our grant requests. City has allocated $200,000 for

neighborhood grants. SWNI has about $24000. A review committee will review applications for

criteria including involving more people in the community. A suggestion has been made that any

work on the farmers’ market will receive $1000.00. Farmers’ Market will commit $500.00. Another

grant that has been proposed: Get a grant to help with the planning of the Wilson High School

development. (Another proposal was to ask for a grant from City Council to help the “Watershed”

extend the under grounding of wires. Also, it was suggested adding an extension to the pedestrian

signs for crossing Beaverton Hillsdale at Bertha court)

Presentation by Susan Jewell of proposed monument style sign for Rieke school. Rieke is trying to

seek neighborhood input regarding signage. Rieke has never had a sign, and PPS is not supplying

funds for signage. It will be built with donated materials and a parent work party. It is a

neighborhood school sign. There will be place for announcements regarding the school and there

might be options for the farmers’ market to have access to usage of the board at times. The sign

will have LED solar lighting across the top. Another option being considered is a flood light. The

farmers’ market is encouraged to contribute ideas for signage that would also serve their needs. A

flag will also be incorporated to the design as a decoration. A flag could also indicated farmers’

market weekends. The intention is that there will be a permanent sign incorporated into the school

expansion, and that the sign discussed tonight will be temporary.

A proposal was made to put a post in the ground so that effects on visibility from the parking lot

would be seen.

It was suggested that a sign permit would be required. The opinion of the committee in charge of
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this project is that the sign does fit city codes. Location will be important for the permit. Information

about the flag will be important, as well.

It was asked about a time frame. The goal was to get the sign done by fall. The principal is

supportive.

It was suggested that there be a timer on the lights so that they would not be on all night. However,

the idea of having lights was to avoid vandalism.

As more information and designs for the sign are available, all will be posted on the web-site.

Hopefully, there will be a bigger community effort over time, and coordination with the eventual

monument signage of Wilson.

Status of the Reinvent Rieke efforts – Garth Nisbet.

The proposal for ‘growing’ Rieke is now almost done. The attempt was to make a model for other

schools to use as well. The hope is to reverse the recent decreases in enrollment in Portland Public

Schools. There is money available from the city to help with increasing school enrollment, and this

committee may be eligible. So far, the reactions to the report from the district seem positive. The

vision is that the Reike campus would be multi-use by having a pre-school, being connected to the

plaza, and being incorporated into a holistic vision for the community.

Local Option 26-84 for schools. The option is a property tax levy for five years. It is to replace the

one that expired, and the Itax. It will allow the district to keep teachers in the classroom, and for

the purchase of teaching and classroom materials. Funds cannot be spent on administration. There

is no organized opposition to the option. Sheets are available to acquire lawn signs or more

information.

4.

Status on “The Watershed” project – Bill Wilson.

Craig Kelly: The brown field work has started and will be finished by the end of October. DEQ will

then do a two month diligence report. In December financing will be fixed to start construction after

the first of the year.

M. Soloway: We are close to having a buyer for the storefront condominium area. More details will

hopefully be available next month.

Questions:

Time frame for actual construction: 9 to 10 months.

How many units will be in the project: 51 apartments, 50 of which will be for low income seniors. 40

apartments will have project base section 8 residents. 10 of the units will be affordable to people at

50% of the area median income. Over 30 people are already on the wait list. Check the website

cpahinc.org for more details. It will be a green building for materials, sustainability, pollution, etc.

5.

Status on the Wilson High School reader board/entrance gateway design- Wes Rischer. There are

many issues to be dealt with on the campus. No signage for the pool, for Rieke school. The class

6.
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celebrating its fifty year reunion wants to donate fifty trees. A donor wants to finish the entrance to

the pool. But there is no integrated plan for the campus. An effort has been made to get an

architect to work with the architecture teacher and his architecture class at Wilson to work on a

structured, holistic vision for the campus and these projects. There is an interest by the community

in this campus –including Wilson and Rieke. Having students work with the teacher and an architect,

if a vision for the campus results, this effort will have been successful. There are further

development efforts afoot at Wilson. It is suggested that the fifty year reunion class might fund the

development of a campus plan as a part of the rededication of the campus. This plan could result in

the spring. The alumni group at Wilson is trying to build a more effective Wilson alumni association.

Reports:

Hillsdale Plaza Charette & Planning with Rieke School Remodel.

The architect has come up with a quote for $1800. The money will come from a grant from SWNI,

and from the HBPA and the farmers’ market.

Hillsdale Triangle master planning proposal.

John Gould and Duane have met with the city and are due to do so again.

There are 31 lots in the area. The area has been rezoned R2.5. The committee is trying to come up

with options, using city resources, to see what the hurdles are to redefine the living areas. The

proposal is to increase the density of the area –using cottages, alleys, pathways. The intent is to

come up with a ‘road plan’ for the area. Many of the lots in the area are big, and the land there is

under-utilized. Creative housing increases for the area are needed. A focus is to create residences

with a lot of street frontage, and garages behind, off of alleyways. The city will provide time with a

planner to come up with a proposal for the current property owners. There are opportunities to

create a superblock for housing to match the superblock for schools. Then the businesses will adapt

and evolve to include pedestrian friendly businesses opening to streets with parking behind.

Monday, there is another city meeting, then meetings will be scheduled with land owners.

Question: Is there an effort to create alternative pedestrian access to the business center other than

Sunset Blvd.? Yes, that is an intent of this project.

Other HNA land use issues.

HBPA report. There will be another book sale December 3. There will be the opportunity to donate

books at the farmers’ market November 5 and November 19. October 22 and 29 are collection days

for donations as well All proceeds go to Alliance organizations. .

Hillsdale transportation update

SWNI report.

Update on changes in South Portland area related to the pedestrian bridge. Bill Hoffman has been

assigned to manage this program. Gibbs is the location that has been suggested for the pedestrian

bridge. It will be a 700 foot long span. It will be in the range of $9,000,000. There needs to be

pedestrian crossing of Naito parkway. Bill will set up a citizen advisory committee that will involve

people from SWNI. He is thinking about an integral, holistic plan including access approaches to the

bridge and its function in the community.

7.
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Close	Window

Stephen creek Walkway is in the permit stage and going to council for adoption October 26.

Public comments, concerns, announcements, and questions.

We want to ask that the area north of Watershed be community gardens. It is moved and seconded

that the neighborhood association amend the functional plan the use of the flat area at along Bertha

Blvd at Stephen’s creek as community gardens not be precluded. The motion was passed.

We will be looking at a master planning effort for Southwest to convene people who are interested

in bicycling to determine where bike blvds might go. Something may be posted on the website so

that people can learn about this without going to meetings.

It is suggested that Bertha ct. be renamed for someone important to the community. It is easier to

change a name where there is no address on the street, which is currently the case. The name must

have historical importance according to the city. This is the time to do this before the Watershed is

build and becomes an address on the street. It is moved and seconded that the HNA and HBPA

proceed with eliciting new names for Bertha ct. no later than January 2007. The motion passes.

Suggestions:

Wardene Way –the family that owned the dairy where the road is.

Red Electric is another proposal, remembering the old rail service.

Raz is another name proposed.

Equity group will meet next Wednesday and all are invited.

It is moved and seconded that the HNA send a letter to the city council requesting one time funding

to continue under grounding the utilities across Bertha Ct. and along the Papa John’s –Capitol

Highway right of way. The motion passed.

Now, near the Vermont sign at Wilson High, there is now a greater garbage problem. The same is

happening at Capitol Hwy. The garbage cans are not being emptied. The cans were topped of last

week and stayed full all weekend. This is not good given that there are rats in the area. Trimet

garbage cans on Vermont were also not being emptied. They were emptied and have been replaced

by banged up cans. Don will send an Email to the principals of Rieke and Wilson introducing Ted

Kozbowski who will call to address this problem as a representative of HNA.

8.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:009.

 Respectfully submitted by Philippe KreiterSecretary, Hillsdale Neighborhood Association

Last	Updated	(	Saturday,	10	March	2007	)
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Minutes

Written	by	Philippe	Kreiter			

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Don Baack

Welcome and introductions

Number present: Approximately 18

Approvals:

Agenda: Add: Mr. Panich will report on traffic in Hillsdale; Rick Seifert will report on action in city council; brief

report from schools’ committee. The Agenda was approved

Minutes: October minutes were approved.

Grant applications for SWNI – ONI grants. Approval of our grant requests, Plaza Planning, other.

Plaza Planning: $1000 from SWNI, $400 from farmers Market, and $400 from HPBA. The lead applicant will be

HNA

Web Site: Up to $6000 for the PTA, Hillsdale, and HBPA to work on a web site for the neighborhood, the

schools, neighborhood house, and the neighborhood association. The lead applicant is the Hillsdale Alliance

It seems that the work around the Wilson campus and the Rieke campus is worthy of a grant request by the

Wilson PTA and Hillsdale. The lead applicant is the Wilson PTA.

It is moved that these three grants be supported by the HNA to the SWNI grant committee. The motion was

seconded. The motion passed.

Review of BES action on our streets and adoption of Neighborhood Position on Swales. It was moved to write

a letter to Sam Adams’ office regarding work on storm water management that asks for a walking surface

along roads of compact ¾ minus gravel for a 3 foot minimum from the edge of the pavement to the beginning

of the swale with 2% side slope where a sidewalk cannot be provided. The motion was seconded and passed.

Next steps on the Reinvent Rieke report to Portland School District – Garth Nesbitt: The report about how to

grow the school was handed in October 13th. Feedback should be provided within a month. The committee

will meet with the school district’s chief operating officer November 15th. The atmosphere has changed in the

last few months. Things look good for Rieke. If the 26-84 ballot is passed, then more information will be sent

out.

Update of “The Watershed” Project –Bill Wilson. The project was approved by design review. It includes a

glass enclosed vertical element that serves as a gateway, with a banner that says “Hillsdale.” The soil

abatement work has been completed. Next, DEQ approval. Next month, the goal is to close financing, and the

project is still on target to begin construction in January. The sale of the business condominium space is less

secure now. Comcast and Quest did not agree to underground lines, but PGE will move some poles around.

However, sleeving will be laid on the north side, along Capitol Highway, for future under grounding. The total
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development cost is about $10 million. The construction is $7 to $8 million. A September completion date is

still on target. There is a significant wait list for the apartments. Interested parties should call Bill Wilson.

Under grounding work: the city has not been cooperative regarding under grounding wires. It would be about

$60000 investment to under ground the wires. The next step is to take the issue to Eric Sten’s office.

10.

Update on Wilson High School Reader Board/Entrance Gateway Design –Wes Risher. Wes has been in touch

with the Wilson architecture teacher. He wants to wait until mid November to begin working on this issue. The

effort will not require a lot of community involvement until February.

11.

Report on City Council action on Transit Oriented Development. Transit Oriented Development is a tax

abatement program. The idea is to induce people to put in affordable housing on transit lines in

redevelopment. TOD is a way to have housing on the Fred Meyer redevelopment “pencil out.”

12.

System Development Charges projects for Hillsdale and surrounding area –need to respond in two weeks.

These go into a pot to fund projects. Every 10 years, how the funds are used is reconsidered. What projects

should we nominate:

13.

Sidewalk on Capitol Highway between Hillsdale and Terwilliger14.

Completion of the Capitol Highway Plan15.

Sidewalks on Beaverton Hillsdale Highway where they are missing.16.

Sidewalks on Sunset from where they end at town center to 18th St.17.

Complete the plan to build sidewalks on Capitol Highway from Multnomah Village to Barbur Blvd.18.

Complete the sidewalk on the south side of Vermont up to 7th St.19.

Stops signs at painted cross walks.20.

Signal at 25th and Vermont21.

Sidewalk on 30th between Vermont and Beaverton Hillsdale Highway22.

Sidewalk on Sunset between Capitol Highway and Dosch Rd.23.

Reports:

Hillsdale Plaza Charette & Planning with Rieke sSchool Remodel. HBPA has approved the funding. The

Farmers’ market is in the process of voting. The work will proceed after the first of the year.

Hillsdale Triangle Master Planning Proposal –Duane Hunting and John Gould. In a week and a half, two

proposals will come from the Bureau of Development Services for master planning the Triangle. A week from

this Thursday, the plans will be presented to Duane. The development would include green space.

9:00 November 10 – Lance Johnson property hearing.

A property at 4215 SW Dosch; they are proposing to take down a car port and build a single car garage.

It is moved, seconded and passed to write a letter to the bureau of development services to propose that as

these developments come up, they make sidewalks part of the condition of property development.

Willson Pool North Entrance – Duane Hunting: There has been a holding back on this project to see how it can

be integrated to the gateway for Wilson at Sunset and Capitol Highway.

Other HNA Land Use Issues – Duane Hunting

HBPA “Report – Rick Siefert – Chile Feed on Sunday, December 3, from 10:00 to 3:00, along with a book sale

at the old SB station. Books are being donated at the farmers’ market.

Hillsdale Transportation and SDC Update – Walt Amacher:

24.
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Update on changes in South Portland area related to the pedestrian bridge –Glen Bridger: There are three

proposals. Each has an elevator on the east side of the bridge. Not many users will climb the stairs. The span

is 700 feet long, crossing over the freeway. There is a need to make sure that there will be something there to

attract people to the accesses for security reasons. The designs do not seem as attractive or creative as they

might be.

SWNI Report – Glen Bridger or Carolyn Raz. Wes McMullen is seeking suggestions on how best to

communicate to the rest of the community. The fall clean up is this Saturday at the Portland Christian Center.

The SW community center has donated bulletin board space for community announcements. Holly Farms Park

has had a bid process for park development, but the bid process has to go back to city council. Portland Parks

brochure has omitted two parks, so a committee will try to get that changed. The crime prevention committee

had a good turn out to introduce the new community policemen. Dickenson park has gotten Sweet Tomato’s

restaurant to contribute 15% of each purchased meal price to Dickenson park (5-18 November) for all patrons

with the brochure from the SW community news.

Update on the efforts to retain the Fulton Park Community Center –committee members

Update on Status of Stephens Creek Walkway. No progress

Update on MJCC Therapy Pool – will report next month. There is an extension for the pool until August 2007.

Update on Striping in Hillsdale Shopping Center. The city approved the current striping. They will meet with

the group who had come to our meetings and they are moving toward a resolution.

Possible Joint Application for a joint web site development with Hillsdale Business and Professional Association

– Rick Seifert.

Book Sale December 2006 – Rick Seifert: (See X.E.)

Traffic enforcement: traffic laws were enforced today at the new crosswalk striping on Capitol High way by

Baskin Robins.

It is moved that a letter of commendation for this action be sent to the traffic police division that enforced the

laws. The motion was seconded and approved.

Schools’ committee – Ruth: The school board made recommendations for the Lincoln cluster that affect the

Wilson cluster, but the Wilson cluster was not involved in the discussion. SWNI schools’ committee sent a

response that Wilson cluster should be involved in this discussion. It was moved to send a note to the school’s

committee to commend it for speaking out regarding the involvement or our community in any movement that

involves out schools. The motion was seconded and passed.

November 16, City council will consider Stephens Creek and Hillsdale Parks. They are considering our letter

regarding community gardens at Stephens Creek. We shall probably be asked to manage the gardens.

Larry DeShield at Robert Gray has been doing a tremendous job of keeping the grounds clean and attractive.

He has also created a card for parents to give to businesses in Hillsdale so that they will know how much of

their patronage comes from Robert Gray families.

Wes Risher expressed to Parks and Rec that community concerts were never in SW Portland, and there is

movement to find a venue in SW Portland. It was suggested that we create the ‘Rieke Bowl’ and use Rieke as

a venue, thus bringing concerts to our area and also giving Rieke name recognition.

Sunday, the Wilson track was locked. A note will be sent to the principle to let her know that that happened.
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Close	Window

The meeting was adjourned at 9:0525.

 

Last	Updated	(	Saturday,	10	March	2007	)
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Written	by	Philippe	Kreiter			

Hillsdale	Neighborhood	Association

Meeting Minutes

6 December 2006

Number present Approximately 30

 

 

1.     The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Don Baack

Welcome and introductions

2.     Approvals:

Agenda: It was moved and seconded to approve the agenda. The Agenda was approved.

Minutes: It was moved and seconded to approve the November minutes. November minutes were
approved.

3.     Robert Liberty, Metro Councilor, speaking about “Looking at Metro’s Town Centers.”
Portland has a regional plan for growth up, not out. We’ve grown differently than other
similar metropolitan regions. We are more compact. We have grown around regional
centers and light rail. Driver hours have not increased as they have in other similar
metropolitan regions. We have parks and open space. We have plans to protect the land
outside of the Urban Growth Boundary as well as within it. We are reaching the
population and job numbers planned for 2040 almost 20 years before the date.
Questions were raised from the floor regarding planned freeways in Vancouver BC, the
effects of global warming on our area, whether we want to limit population growth, and
sidewalks in our neighborhood.

4.     Confirmation that Grant applications for SWNI-ONI grants were submitted. Grants were
submitted for: Plaza planning, Wilson Planning, Web Site.

5.     Our request regarding pedestrian space along the side of streets as drainage systems
are developed: Sam Adams indicated that space would be provided when possible.

6.     Update of the Reinvent Rieke response. A new reader board has gone in. The school
board has approved the plan to grow the school to 400, and a portable will be provided
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for the new kindergarten.

7.     Update of “The Watershed” Project –Bill Wilson. Sam Adams is trying to get a resolution
passed that poles not be put on

Bertha	Court
.	This	may	be	an	instigator	to	get	wires	under	grounded.	Currently,	poles	are	being	put	into	the
sidewalk.	All	of	the	environmental	work	is	done.	It	is	safe	to	build	on	the	site,	now.	Construction
will	start	in	January.	The	contractor	is	trying	to	 ind	a	site	for	construction	parking.	Some	of	the
utility	work	has	moved	forward.	The	electric	lines	along	Capitol	have	been	under	grounded.
Qwest	and	Comcast	did	not	underground.	There	is	a	‘For	Sale’	sign	for	the	3300	square	foot
commercial	condominium.

8.     Update Reports:

Hillsdale Plaza Charrette & Planning with Rieke School Remodel. We are ready to build the covered

space for the farmers market.

a.

Hillsdale Triangle Master Planning Proposal: The city provided three options for the area. They

included from 69 to 80 units being added to the area. They showed greenway access, what town

houses would look like, as well as cottages and individual condominiums. Green spaces were also

included as part of the discussion and connectivity with the facilities in the Hillsdale Town Center.

Monday 18 December, 9:00, 1800 SW 4th: there is a hearing regarding the first parcel that breaks

into the triangle which is coming up for development.

b.

Other HNA land use issues.c.

North Entrance to the Pool: Tabled to next monthd.

HBPA report: The Chile feed made $300.00. People had a good time.e.

Transportation and SDC Update: There is going to be an attempt to change state law and create a

revise plan for SDC money. These include completing the plan for Capitol highway to Terwilliger,

and other plans that were listed last meeting –mostly for sidewalks. If a project should be added to

the list, let Don Baack know within the next two weeks.

f.

Music in the Rieke Bowl: Wes Risher is investigating having Parks and Rec. bring music events to

Rieke Bowl. It is moved and seconded that we support Parks and Re bringing music events to Rieke

Bowl. The motion passed.

g.

SWNI Report:

·									Michael Boyer, Liaison at Multnomah center for the police department was introduced. There will be a

focus on car prowlers. We are asked to watch for drunk drivers.

·									Revision of the Portland City Charter to see if it is applicable to today’s needs.

h.
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Close	Window

Fulton Park: No one presenti.

Stephens Creek Walkway: The environmental permit is obtained. Now, obtaining building permit is

under way.

j.

MJCC Therapy Pool: The money was raised to keep the pool open until September 2007. Fundraising

and attempts to develop sustaining programs are underway.

k.

Report on Striping in Hillsdale Shopping Center: No one present.l.

Update on Joint Application for a joint web site development with Hillsdale Business and Professional

Assn. A grant application has been submitted to develop a neighborhood web site.

m.

Update on invasives removal efforts.n.

Book sale December 2006. The book sale was well attended. It raised $2700.00. With the two book

sales, nearly $6000.00 have been raised.

o.

New business:

·									Asphalt sealant is cosmetic and very toxic, reportedly.

·									There is a parking problem on the south part of Sunset. Park and Ride is part of the source of parked cars.

We need to address parking in Hillsdale town-center.

·									On 18th drive going toward Sunset, there are ‘carpool only’ signs along the street. Also, the bus stop by

Papa John’s has a sign indicated that it will be eliminated.

·									There is concern that there is not adequate ridership on the 39 bus.

p.

9.     It was moved and seconded to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45.

Respectfully submitted by

Philippe Kreiter

Secretary, Hillsdale Neighborhood Association

	

	

Last	Updated	(	Saturday,	10	March	2007	)
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